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TAGS: PINT, UR, US 

SUBJECT: UPI STORY ON BREZHNEV S HEALTH 

1 . I WAS DISMAYED TO SEE, ON THE FRONT PAGE OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNE FOR APRIL 7, A UPI STORY DATELINED 
WASHINGTON, APRIL 6, ON BREZHNEV'S HEALTH WHICH WAS 
ATTRIBUTED TO "U.S. INTELLIGENCE SOURCES." WE KNOW THAT 
BREZHNEV IS PERSONALLY VAIN, AND THAT MANY IN THE PARTY 
APPARATUS WHO BECOME AWARE OF THE UPI STORY ARE LIKELY 
TO SEE SOME EVIL CONSPIRACY BEHIND A STORY BASED ON USG 
SOURCES WHICH ASSERTS, ON THE EVE OF THE VANCE VISIT AND 
BREZHNEV'S SUBSEQUENT TRIP TO BONN, THAT LEONID IL'ICH 
SUFFERS FROM EMPHYSEMA, HEART IRREGULARITIES, CHRONIC 
LEUKEMIA AND GOUT. 

2. REASONED USG CRITICISM OF THE DISMAL SOVIET PERFORM- 
ANCE ON HUMAN RIGHTS IS ONE THING; LURID TALES TO THE 
PRESS BY USG OFFICIALS ABOUT BREZHNEV’S PERSONAL HEALTH 
PROBLEMS ARE QUITE ANOTHER. I SUGGEST WORD BE PASSED 

TO OUR KREMLIN WATCHERS TO STAY ON BACKGROUND AND AVOID 
CONTRIBUTING TO STORIES WHICH WILL OBVIOUSLY BE 
GRATUITOUSLY INSULTING TO INDIVIDUAL SOVIET LEADERS, 

ESPECIALLY BREZHNEV. TOON 
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